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ADITI NAGAR

n a nation as diverse, 
vibrant and populous 
as India, where reli-
gions abound and 
faiths are plenty, politi-
cians and self-pro-
claimed leaders are 
dime a dozen. And in 

the race to reach the top, every 
single one of  these ‘leaders’ is 
trying to get a hold of  everything 
they can get their hands on. 
However, there are times when 
the natural flow of  life brings 
out a leader who brings goes be-
yond the mere ‘trivial politics’ 
and not just honours a constitu-
tional position, but going be-
yond, changes the very ‘political 
fabric’ and thus the destiny of  
politics in a state or nation. 

And one such leader was born 
58 years ago, who, for the past 3-4 
years, has been carrying on the 
legacy of  the ‘Iron man of  India’ 
— Sardar Patel, in the truest 
sense of  the word.  Born on Oc-
tober 22, 1964, Amit Anil Chan-
dra Shah is the second leader in 
the nation, who has the power 
and the ability to shape politics 
and narrative in the land; the 

other being his mentor Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Starting as ABVP 
worker, Shah climbed 

the political ladder, 
plainly due to his 
ability to strategise 

and execute the 
said strategy to 

perfection. 

As a result, he has never ever 
lost an election, even in the 
lower strata of  politics.   

During his college days, 
Shah was a member of  the 
ABVP, the student wing of  the 
RSS. At the age of  18, he se-
cured a position in the ABVP 
and joined the BJP in 1987. 
Shah was first elected in Guja-
rat as the MLA for a seat partly 
covering Ahmedabad, Sarkhej 
in 1997 (a by-election). He con-
tinued to hold it in the 1998, 
2002 and 2007 elections until 
the seat’s dissolution in 2008; 
he then got elected from the 
nearby Naranpura in 2012. As 
a close associate of  then Chief  
Minister Narendra Modi, he 
held executive portfolios in the 
Gujarat state government.

Shah was the BJP’s in-charge 
for India’s largest and political-
ly most crucial state, Uttar 
Pradesh, during the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections, and ensured 
that the BJP and its NDA won 73 
out of  80 seats. As a result, Shah 
rose to national prominence and 
was appointed as the party’s na-
tional president in July 2014.

Sworn in at the age of  54, he 
is the youngest serving full-
time Home Minister. He is the 
chief  strategist of  the BJP, cur-
rently serving as the Minister 
of  Home Affairs since 2019 and 
the first Minister of  Co-opera-
tion of  India since 2021. 

But perhaps Shah’s biggest 
‘wonder’ was his ‘surgical 
strike’ on Opposition parties 
and the swift manner in which 
he worked towards the abroga-
tion of  Article 370 from the In-
dian Constitution, a long stand-
ing promise of  the BJP, which 
literally brought Kashmir into 
the Indian mainstream. The 
manner in which he accom-
plished the ‘unimaginable’, is 

sometimes linked to the 
‘Shock and Awe’ strategy 

that most modern day 
militaries undertake 
to secure a win. 

To the modern 
‘Chanakya’ and the 

‘true heir’ of  Patel’s 
legacy, First India 

wishes Amit Shah a 
very happy birthday. 

May you keep ‘looking af-
ter’ India towards our col-

lective goal of  ‘Ache Din’!

I

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
MR. HOME MINISTER!

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
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THE “FIGHTER” IS FORCED TO QUIT
o Liz Truss 
couldn’t outlast 
a lettuce and 
entered record 
books for the 

shortest tenure of  45 days 
as a serving prime minis-
ter in Britain’s parliamen-
tary history. Labour Party 
leader Sir Keir Rodney 
Starmer aptly described 
the 10 Downing Street as 
the “revolving door of  cha-
os” and demanded fresh 
general elections instead 
of  Conservative Party MPs 
electing a new prime min-
ister, the third in a few 
months’ time. The Tories 
are in no mood to agree to 
the demand for fear of  elec-
toral defeat but that may 
not change their prospects 
in view of  the economic 

and financial mess they 
have landed Britain in.

Truss took over from Bo-
ris Johnson on September 
6 this year and announced 

a “bold plan” to revive the 
economy through tax cuts. 
The “mini budget” that 
Chancellor Kwasi 
Kwarteng unveiled proved 

disastrous for markets and 
triggered a rout in sterling 
and gilts. Though she de-
fended the tax cuts, she had 
to roll them back and chuck 

out Kwarteng destroying 
her political image.  So 
much so that even after she 
had taken a U-turn the 
“fighter” was forced to be-
come a “quitter”.

The race has begun to 
find a new tenant and, 
surprise of  surprises, Bo-
ris Johnson the disgraced 
former prime minister is 
expected to toss his hat in 
the ring. A parliamentary 
inquiry is still on against 
him for misleading parlia-
ment on violating Cov-
id-19 lockdown by hosting 
a party at his official resi-
dence. He was berated by 
Sir Starmer in the House 
of  Commons for lying on 
the “partygate”. Call it 
twists and turns of  de-
mocracy.   

The “mini budget” that 
Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng 
unveiled proved disastrous 
for markets and triggered a 
rout in sterling and gilts. 
Though she defended the 
tax cuts, she had to roll 

them back and chuck out 
Kwarteng destroying her 
political image.  So much 
so that even after she had 

taken a U-turn the 
“fighter” was forced to 

become a “quitter”

S

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Radiate boundless love  
towards the entire world.

—Buddha

Anurag Thakur @ianuragthakur
It has been ensured to organize “Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam” in Kashi, the city 
of Baba Bhole, between November 16 
and December 16. Through this unique 
program, between Kashi and Tamil Nadu, 
our ancient culture, civilization and ideas 
will be put back on the world stage.

Jagat Prakash Nadda @JPNadda
Today, the historic victory of BJP’s 
Shri Rajendra Sharma and Shri Baldev 
Baloria in the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor elections in Jammu is the 
result of the developing policies being 
implemented in the state under the 
leadership of respected Prime Minister 

Shri @narendramodi ji. Congratulations to State President @
ImRavinderRaina and BJP workers.

TOP TWEETS
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s the cricketing world gears 
up for the much awaited T20 
World Cup this festive season, 
the eighth edition of  the tour-
nament is set to keep the fans 
on the edge with 16 Interna-
tional teams competing for 
the glimmering trophy pres-
ently held by the hosts, Aus-
tralia who are all buckled up 
to defend the title at all costs. 
45 matches are scheduled to 
be played over 7 venues; Ad-
elaide, Brisbane, Geelong, 
Hobart, Melbourne, Perth, 
and Sydney.

TEAMS
Australia, India, England, Pa-
kistan, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Srilanka, WestIndies, 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Ire-
land, UAE, Scotland, Nether-
land, Zimbabwe, and Namibia. 

FORMAT
The Super 12s, where eight 
teams will wait for the four 
qualifiers, will come after 

group stage games to select 
the four teams who will ad-
vance to the knockout rounds 
(semis and final).

On October 16, Round 1 of  
the T20 World Cup began, 
comprising 8 teams aiming for 
a spot in the Super 12 qualifier 
round of  the competition.

TEAMS IN ROUND 1 
(QUALIFIERS)
l GROUP A: Srilanka, UAE, 
Netherland, Namibia
l GROUP B:  West Indies, 
Ireland, Zimbabwe, Scotland  

In Groups A and B, the top 
two teams will move on to the 
Super 12 stage, where they 
will play the other 8 already 
qualified teams. The Super 12 
phase, which starts on Octo-
ber 22, consists of  two groups 
with a total of  six teams each, 
four of  whom have already 
qualified and two new teams 
from Round 1.

TOP 3 FAVOURITE TEAMS 
Australia: Being the defend-
ing champion, Australia is all 
ready to show the world again 
that they still rule the game as 
they once did back in early 
2000’s. With the likes of  Steve 
Smith, Glen Maxwell and Da-
vid Warner, the Aussies look 

rock solid with Mithchel Starc 
leading the bowling depart-
ment of  the yellow jersey. 

India: The name is enough 
to decode the hold this team 
has on the game. One of  the 
most promising teams, India 
is all set to take over the 
championship with their bat-
ting order armed to the teeth! 
A slight concern about the 

bowling as Star Pacer Jasprit 
Bumrah is out from the squad 
and Jadeja, the best all-round-
er across the world facing the 
same fate. Still the young lads 
namely Suryakumar Yadav, 
KL Rahul among others of  
Team India have given quite 
promising performances in 
recent months thus making 
the team one of  the key con-

tenders for the title. 
England: England is all 

set up to be on the ground 
with their new captain in 
command. The team looks 
good on paper but the ab-
sence of  two key players Jon-
ny Bairstow and Jofra Arch-
er would be felt as both the 
biggies are out due to inju-
ries. How effective the new 
captaincy and changes made 
still remain to be analysed as 
the English team is all set to 
go up in the arms against Pa-
kistan in their first match, 
who themselves are not be-
hind in terms of  popularity 
and performance. 

Team India, which is the 
no. 1 ranked side in the T20I 
ranking will be looking for a 
much better show compared 
to their group stage elimina-
tion in the 2021 T20I World 
Cup. The absence of  Jasprit 
Bumrah and Ravindra Jadeja 
is a blow but India is confi-
dent as they have the depth to 
cover the absence of  these 
star players. Mohammed Sha-
mi would replace Bumrah in 
the Indian camp to begin 
their campaign with a block-
buster against Pakistan on 
October 23, 2022.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

GROUP 1 

l Australia  
l England  
l New Zealand  
l Afghanistan  
l Group A winner  
l Group B runner up 

GROUP 2

l India  
l Pakistan  
l South Africa  
l Bangladesh  
l Group B winner 
l Group A runner up

RAHUL 
FAUJDAR

The writer is First India 
staffer & a professional 

cricketer representing 
several clubs in Rajasthan

T20 WORLD CUP 2022: SUPER 12

IND VS PAK: BIGGEST BLOCKBUSTER 
WORLD SET TO WITNESS TOMORROW
The Indian Cricket team reached Melbourne on Thursday and attended their first practice session on Friday. Rohit Sharma 

and Dinesh Karthik were seen in action. India will take on Pakistan in a Super 12 match on Sunday

l Virat Kohli 
l David Warner 
l Jos Buttler
l KL Rahul
l Mohd Rizwan
l Babar Azam 
l Devon Conway

MAJOR PLAYERS  
TO LOOK OUT FOR

T20 WC SUPER  
12 GROUPS

A

IND VS PAK MATCH: BATTLE OF STARS

Virat Kohli Vs Babar Azam
Over the years, the cricket 
fraternity has remained divided 
on the never-ending Kohli versus 
Babar debate. While veteran 
Indian batter Kohli has been the 
face of Team India for more than 
a decade in world cricket, Babar 
has stamped his authority as one 
of the best batters across formats 
in recent years, dubbed as the 
next big thing in Pakistani cricket. 
They both want to give their best 
on October 23rd. Virat kohli came 
back in form in Asia Cup after hit-
ting his 71st Century after a long 
gap, while Babar Azam struggled 
with his form in recent times.

KL Rahul Vs Mohd Rizwan
KL Rahul and Mohammad Rizwan 
are both consistent batters for 
their teams. KL Rahul is back after 
injury and performing superbly in 
the practice match held against 
Australia, while Rizwan is also a key 
player for the Pakistan team. They 
both open the innings for their re-
spective teams and want to use the 
benefit of the powerplay in the clash 
between Ind vs Pak on the 23rd.

Shami vs Shaheen Afridi
In the absence of Jasprit Bumrah, 
Shami will lead the Indian team's 
pace attack, whereas we all know 
what Shaheen did to Team India 
in the 2019 World Cup as he 
completely destroyed the Indian 
top order. Shami is also returning 
from injury and looking in good 
touch, but the only concern is that 
he is playing after one year in an 
international match.



PRE-POLL ALLIANCE IN THE MAKING?  
CM, Dy CM attend MNS Diwali event

Mumbai (PTI): In an 
indication of  a possible 
political realignment 
ahead of  civic polls in 
Mumbai, Chief  Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde and 
deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavis participated 

in a Diwali event organ-
ized by the Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS) here on Friday.

MNS chief  Raj Thack-
eray welcomed the two 
leaders at the “Deepot-
sav” function.

Shinde said on this 
occasion that Diwali 
and other festivals could 
not be celebrated in the 
last two years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We have celebrated 
Ganpati, Navratri festi-
vals on a large scale 
(this year). This is a 
good start to Diwali and 
we are breathing free-
ly,” he said.

Elections to 10 mu-
nicipal corporations in-
cluding Mumbai are 
expected to be an-
nounced in the coming 
days.  Turn to P6

The BJP along with 
the Eknath Shinde 
faction of the Shiv 
Sena is looking to 
unseat the Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena from the 
cash-rich BMC

CM Shinde, Dy CM Fadnavis and MNS chief Raj Thackeray at the 
Deepotsav organized by the MNS. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE

NO BAIL FOR 
EX-MIN ANIL 
DESHMUKH

Mumbai (PTI): A 
special court here on 
Friday rejected the 
bail application filed 
by former Maha-
rashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh 
in an alleged corrup-
tion and misuse of  
official position case 
being probed by the 
Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI). 
Deshmukh (71) had 
sought bail in the 
case as soon as the 
Bombay High Court 
granted him bail on 
October 04 in a mon-
ey laundering case 
registered against 
him by the Enforce-
ment Directorate 
(ED). However, spe-
cial CBI court judge 
SH Gwalani rejected 
his plea.  P4
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PAKISTAN OUT OF  
FATF’S GREY LIST
The Financial Action Task 
Force of FATF, the global 
watchdog on terror financing 
and money laundering, on 
Friday, said that Pakistan is 
“no longer subject to FATF’s 
increased monitoring process. 
The country would continue 
to work with APG to further 
improve its AML/CFT system.”

5 feared dead as Army 
chopper crashes in AP
Upper Siang: Hours af-
ter an Army chopper 
crashed in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Friday, 5, 
including 2 pilots, were 
onboard HAL Rudra, an 
Advanced Light Heli-
copter. The accident 
was reported in a high-
ly remote area in Upper 
Siang on Friday morn-
ing. Rohitashv Kher-
wa, a resident of  the 
Posana village of  

Udaipurwati area in 
Rajasthan, was also 
martyred the crash.

EC: Imran gets 
5-year poll ban 
in graft case
Islamabad: Former Pa-
kistan PM Imran Khan 
has been disqualified 
from run-
ning for any 
political of-
fice for  five 
years by the 
P a k i s t a n 
Election Commission 
on Friday. Pak Tehreek-
e-Insaf  chief  has been 
disqualified for 5 years 
for submitting a false 
statement in toshakha-
na case, said sources. 

Chopper crashes near Tuting, 
in Upper Siang of AP on Friday.

“SUPREME” ORDERS OF THE DAY
Country is secular, treat 
hate speech as criminal 
cases: Supreme Court tells 
Delhi, UP & Uttarakhand

It’s publicity interest, 
not public interest: 
SC on Taj Case

SC dismisses as 
‘frivolous’ plea of 

self-acclaimed environ-
mentalist for making ‘scur-
rilous allegations’ against 

President of India

Bilkis Bano case: SC 
agrees to hear fresh 
plea challenging 
remission granted 
to convicts.  P6

BSE SENSEX 59,307.15  104.25 | NSE NIFTY 17,576.30  12.35

 DIWALI DAYS

A woman holds a diya and poses for a photo during ‘Diye Jalao, Patake Nahi’ campaign 
organised by the Environment Department of Delhi Government at Central Park in New 
Delhi on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

A massive traffic snarl stretching for about six kilometres on the Delhi-Gurugram 
expressway was witnessed on Friday evening as thousands of commuters stepped out to 
shop for Diwali and Dhanteras.  —PHOTO BY PTI

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Addressing 
the concluding session 
of  the 90th Interpol 
General Assembly here, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday 
said that cross-border 
propagation of  terror-
ist ideologies through 
online radicalisation 
cannot be considered as 
a “political problem”.

“We cannot fight ter-
rorists and terrorism 
globally unless there is 
a common definition of  
both. Commitment to 
fight terrorism and dif-
ferentiating good or 
bad terrorism or clas-
sifying terror attacks 
as big or small cannot 
go together,” he said. 
Shah said there must 
be a consensus on the 
cross-border propaga-
tion of  terrorist ideolo-
gies through online 
radicalisation.

“We cannot consider 
this to be a political 
problem. We must all be 
committed to ensuring 

that an effective fight 
against terrorism 
should be long-term, 
comprehensive and 
sustainable,” he said.

Interpol is the best 
platform to achieve 
“across border coopera-
tion” which is must to 
defeat “cross border 
terrorism”, he said. 
“Given this situation, in 
order to fight terrorism, 
we will have to bring to-
gether all the counter-
terrorism agencies of  
the world,” he said.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah being presented a memento by INTERPOL President Ahmed Al-Raisi.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at National Police Memorial at 
Chanakyapuri in New Delhi on Friday.  —PHOTOS BY PTI

‘CANNOT CONSIDER IT A POLITICAL PROBLEM’

‘Citizens’ security 
police’s priority’

Kejriwal’s ‘bow to 
all police martyrs’

New Delhi: On the 
occasion of Police 
Commemoration Day, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said that 
the Narendra Modi 
government is trying 
its best to make police 
forces capable of 
dealing with all kinds 
of challenges. He said 
India is preparing a na-
tional database on ter-
rorism and narcotics 
so that police agencies 
can use information 
effectively. 

New Delhi: Chief 
Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday 
paid tribute to police 
martyrs. “On ‘Police 
Memorial Day’, I 
bow to all the brave 
policemen who 
sacrificed their lives 
in the service of the 
public while perform-
ing their duty with full 
devotion,” he said. 

Amit Shah flags to Interpol ‘terrorist 
ideologies’, ‘online radicalisation’

PM’S DIVINE FRIYAY 
AT 11,000 FEET

Moni Sharma

Dehradun: PM Naren-
dra Modi offered prayers 
at the famous Kedar-
nath and Badrinath tem-
ples in Uttarakhand on 
Friday. He reached Ke-
darnath early in the 
morning and was re-
ceived by Uttarakhand 
Governor Lt Gen Gur-
meet Singh and CM 
Pushkar Singh Dhami. 
He performed the “puja” 
prayed for strength to 
PM to take the country 
forward. During his two-
day tour of  the state, 
Modi will inspect vari-
ous ongoing develop-
ment projects and lay 
the foundation stones 
for some new ones.

At Kedarnath, he laid 
foundation for 9.7-km 
Gaurikund-Kedarnath 
ropeway project and 
Govindghat to Hem-
kund Sahib ropeway at 
cost of  Rs 2,430 crore. 
Using the ropeway, dev-
otees will be able to 
reach temple from Gau-
rikund in 30 minutes. 
Modi also visited Sama-
dhi Sthal of  Adi Guru 
Shankaracharya. At 
Badrinath, he reviewed 
progress of  the works.

KEDARNATH: PM lays foundation 
stone for 9.7-km Gaurikund-
Kedarnath ropeway project

BADRINATH: PM reviews the 
progress of development 
projects along the riverfront 

PM DONS TRADITIONAL 
HIMACHALI CHOGA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the 
Kedarnath Temple on Friday.

PM Narendra Modi, Lt Gen 
Gurmeet Singh and Pushkar 
Dhami at Badrinath Temple.

PM Narendra Modi at the 
Badrinath Temple on Friday. 

MODI’S TEMPLE RUN

PM MODI IN AYODHYA ON 
SUNDAY FOR DARSHAN, PUJA
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
visit Ayodhya on the eve of Diwali on Sunday 
to have “darshan” and perform a “puja” at 
the Ram temple. Modi will also inspect the 
construction site of the Ram temple and later 
perform a symbolic coronation of Lord Ram. 
At around 6.30 pm, the prime minister will 
witness the “aarti” on the banks of the Saryu.



First India Bureau

Mumbai: The Eknath 
Shinde-led Maha-
rashtra government 
has restored the gen-
eral consent given to 
the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) to 
investigate cases in 
the state, thus revers-
ing the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) dispen-
sation’s decision to 
withdraw it, an offi-
cial said.

With the reversal of  
this decision, the CBI 
will no longer require 

permission of  the state 
government to step in, 
he said.

On October 21, 2020, 
the Uddhav Thackeray-
led MVA government 
had withdrawn the gen-
eral consent to the CBI 
under the contention 
that the central govern-
ment was misusing cen-
tral probe agencies to 

settle political scores.
CM Shinde cleared 

the proposal of  the 
home department head-
ed by Deputy Chief  
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis to reverse the de-
cision of  MVA govern-
ment to withdraw the 
general consent to the 
CBI to probe cases in 
the state. 

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The state 
government has set 
up rules to prevent 
honour killings, 
“khap panchayats” 
diktats, mob lynching 
as well as violence, 
and has asked the  
Director General of  
Police to direct per-
sonnel across the 
state to implement 
them, an official said 
on Friday.

The rules, which 
have been mentioned  
in a government resolu-
tion (GR) issued on 
Thursday, are in keep-
ing with the recommen-
dations of  the Supreme 
Court on the issue,  
he added.

The GR has directed 
that police stations 
across Maharashtra 
should exercise alert-
ness if  an incident of  
inter-caste or inter-reli-
gious marriage is re-
ported in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

It also laid down that 
“khap panchayat” and 
similar organizations 
should be reported to 
district and police au-

thorities, and law-en-
forcing agencies must 
get in touch with the 
members of  these out-
fits and tell them such 
meetings are not al-
lowed as per law.

Local police must be 

alert and, if  necessary, 
ban such meetings, the 
GR stated, adding that 
if  a meeting is held de-
spite a ban, then the 
deputy superintendent 
of  police must be in at-
tendance and partici-

pants must be told  
no decision should be 
taken that harms the 
couple in question or 
their kin.

Police will be re-
quired to videograph 
such meetings and peo-

ple who take decisions 
in violation of  rules 
will be liable to be 
booked for criminal  
offences, the resolution 
added.

Police officials not 
adhering to these rules 
deliberately or due to 
negligence can face pu-
nitive action, including 
departmental inquiry 
under service rules.

“To stop mob vio-
lence and lynching, po-
lice have been asked to 
train rapid action force 
teams in each districts. 
Water cannons and tear 
gas should be used to 
control mobs. Attackers 
at the site should be im-
mediately arrested,” 
the resolution stressed.

In cases where a  
protest by a group or 
organization has result-
ed in violence and loss 
of  property , the leaders 
or office-bearers of  the 
group should present 
themselves for ques-
tioning in the police  
station within 24  
hours, failing which 
they will be declared ab-
sconders and will have 
to face legal action, the 
GR stated.
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Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and 
Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis, who 
holds the home portfolio, on Friday 
paid floral tributes to the 264 police 
personnel—202 from the constabulary 
and 62 officers—who laid down 
their lives in the line of duty in the 
past year. A special guard of honour 
was given to the fallen heroes at the 
Armed Police Headquarters, Naigaon, 
in Mumbai the memorial in Naigaon 
in central Mumbai to mark ‘Police 
Commemoration Day’, observed 
every year in memory of 10 valiant 
policemen who were killed during 
patrol duty in an ambush by heavily 
armed Chinese troops in Ladakh on 
October 21,1959.  
 —PHOTOS BY ANI & PTI

POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY

MAHA GOVT FRAMES RULES 
TO CURB HONOUR KILLINGS
GR also includes ‘khap panchayat’ diktats against couples, mob violence

COUPLES’ SAFETY
If the meeting of a khap panchayat cannot be banned and if there is a possibility that a 
couple’s lives are at risk, Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) should 
be implemented and  participants must be arrested. Apart from arrests under the 
Indian Penal Code, remedial measures will include protection to the couple and their 
families. The district magistrate, police commissioner or superintendent should handle 
the threats given to the couple and their families sensitively, and it must be checked 
if the couple are adults, so that, if needed, they can be helped to get their marriage 
registered. Local authorities must look into complaints from the couple about threats 
being received from relatives, community members and khap panchayat-like bodies 
and those threatening the couple should be booked under section 151 of CrPC, it said.

Prohibitory orders in 
Mumbai Nov 01-15

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Police 
here have issued a 
prohibitory order 
banning gathering 
of  five or more peo-
ple, illegal proces-
sions, use of  loud 
speakers, among 
other activities for 
a fortnight from No-
vember 01, an offi-
cial said on Friday.

The order was is-
sued on Thursday by 
the deputy commis-
sioner of  police (op-
erations) in view of  
inputs received by the 
police about distur-
bance of  peace, law 
and order, danger to 
human life and prop-
erty, the official said.

As per the order is-
sued under the Maha-
rashtra Police Act, 

gathering of  five or 
more persons, illegal 
processions, and use 
of  loudspeakers, band 
and bursting of  fire-
crackers is prohibited 
from November 01 to 
November 15.

However, weddings, 
funerals, meetings at 
clubs, companies, co-
operative societies, 
theatres and cinema 
halls are exempted.

In a separate order, 
the police have 

banned display,  
possession of  weap-
ons, arms and ammu-
nition from Novem-
ber 03 to December  
02, in view of  main-
taining peace and 
public safety.

Any creation, dis-
play and publishing 
of  pictures, signs and 
boards, which will 
lead to trouble in so-
cial morals, security 
or danger to topple 
the government is 
also banned.

Provocative utter-
ances, songs and  
use of  music is  
also prohibited dur-
ing this time, accord-
ing to the order. Strin-
gent action will  
be taken against peo-
ple who are found vio-
lating the order, the 
official said.

Order exempts 
weddings, funerals, 
meetings at clubs, 

companies,  
co-operative 

societies, theatres 
and cinema halls

Govt restores general consent 
to CBI to probe cases in state 

CBI COURT DENIES BAIL TO FORMER HOME MIN ANIL 
DESHMUKH, CITES DISMISSED COP WAZE’S STATEMENT

First India Bureau

Mumbai: A special 
court for CBI cases 
here on Friday reject-
ed a bail application 
filed by former Maha-
rashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh  
in an alleged corrup-
tion case.

“White-collar” crimes 
like this harm the coun-
try’s economy and it can 
not ignore the statement 
of  dismissed police of-
ficer and accused-
turned-approver Sachin 
Waze in the case, the 
court said.

Considering Desh-
mukh’s “active involve-
ment” and attempt to 
obtain “undue advan-
tage for improper and 
dishonest performance 
of  public duty”, relief  
should not be granted to 
him, said the court.

Deshmukh (71) ap-
proached the CBI court 
for bail after the Bombay 
High Court granted him 
bail on October 04 in a 
money laundering case 
registered by the En-
forcement Directorate.

The bail application, 

filed through advocates 
Aniket Nikam and In-
derpal Singh, claimed 
that the case against the 
NCP leader rested upon 
“whims and fancies” of  
the CBI, and that it was 
based on statements of  
former IPS officer Par-
am Bir Singh and Sachin 
Waze, who made false 
statements to save their 
own skin, it claimed.

Special judge SH 
Gwalani, however, re-
fused bail to Deshmukh 
saying that the state-
ments of  Waze and  
others cannot be  
“overlooked”.

A murder may be committed in the 
heat of moment but economic offences 
are "committed with cool calculation… 

I'm of the view that in order to prevent such 
types of serious offences, it is not proper to re-
lease the applicant on bail.
 —Special judge SH Gwalani

Bursting of firecrackers is prohibited during 
this period as well. —FILE PHOTO
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First India Bureau

Mumbai: The Central 
Railway seems to 
have given a Diwali 
gift to tourists as it 
announced that the 
iconic mini train be-
tween Neral and 
Matheran will restart 

on October 22.
In a press release, the 

Central Railway an-
nounced there would be 
“daily two down servic-
es” from Neral to 
Matheran, and the re-
turn journey, “two up 
services”. The railway’s 
release said the first 

service from Neral will 
depart at 8.50 am and 
reach Matheran at 11.30 
am, while the second 
service will depart at 
2.20 pm and reach 
Matheran at 5 pm.

The first service from 
Matheran will depart at 
2.45 pm and reach Neral 
at 5.30 pm, while the 
second service from 
Matheran will depart at 
4.20 pm and reach Neral 
at 7 pm.

The mini train is one 
of  the main tourist at-

tractions of  Matheran, 
a small hill station lo-
cated 100km east of  
Mumbai. Neral is locat-
ed at the base of  
Matheran hill and is 
connected to Mumbai 
by the Central Rail-
way’s suburban local 
network.

The 20km narrow 
gauge rail line to 
Matheran was shut af-
ter it suffered heavy 
damage during the 
monsoon in August 
2019. Shivaji Sutar, 

chief  public relations 
officer of  Central Rail-
way, said that major 
breaches had occurred 
in the Neral-Matheran 
section at three loca-
tions.

The track renewal 
work that was carried 
out subsequently in-
cluded replacement of  
old rails with new ones, 
replacement of  the old 
steel, iron and wooden 
sleepers with concrete 
ones and installation of  
anti-crash barriers.

Six daily services be-
tween Aman Lodge (sit-
uated at Matheran’s 
entry point) and 
Matheran station will 
also continue.

Matheran, which 
means “forest on the 
forehead”, was discov-
ered in May 1850 by 
Hugh Poyntz Malet, the 
then district collector 
of  Thane. The Neral-
Matheran rail line was 
built in 1907 as a family 
enterprise of  the Peerb-
hoys.
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First India Bureau

Mumbai: A man was 
arrested on Friday for 
allegedly calling and 
threatening to blow up 
a luxury hotel in sub-
urban Vakola, a Mum-
bai police official said 
on Friday.

“During investigation 
we found that the ac-
cused is an alcoholic. 
Earlier, he had called 
with a bomb threat at 
Mumbai University. 
FIRs are registered 
against him in BKC and 
Vakola police stations,” 
the official said, adding 
that the phone call was 
received at 8:49 pm on 
Thursday, following 
which cops started look-
ing for the person by col-
lecting call detail records 
(CDR) and mobile tower 
location.

Earlier on Tuesday, a 
call was received on hel-
pline number 112 about 
bomb blasts in a mall in 
Andheri.

First India Bureau

Mumbai: A computer 
engineer has been sen-
tenced to life impris-
onment by a local 
court for plotting ter-
ror attacks on the US 
establishments in 
Mumbai, including 
the American School, 
after being inspired by 
the terror group ISIS.

According to police, 
the Facebook chats of  
Anees Ansari, whose of-
fice job at a multi-na-
tional software firm in-
volved designing navi-
gation maps, allegedly 
hinted at a plot to target 
US establishments in-
cluding the school in 
Bandra.

The accused created 
a false Facebook ac-
count on the office com-
puter and posted threats 
and other content. His 
Facebook chats with 
one Omar Elhaji 
showed he wanted to 
carry out a ‘lone wolf ’ 

attack on the American 
School, said the prose-
cution.

“Our team suggested 
he’d been chatting with 
two persons based in 
the UK and Australia. 
These people have been 
indoctrinated to believe 
in the extremist ideolo-
gies,” an ATS official 
had said.

Ansari was arrested 
in October 2014 by the 
Maharashtra Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad has been 
in jail since. On Friday 
he was convicted under 
sections of  the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and 
the Information Tech-
nology Act, by Addi-
tional Sessions Judge 
AA Joglekar.

BMC opts for 2cr litre tank to solve 
waterlogging issue at Milan subway

U-TURN

Civic body has invited a tender to build a tank which will be modelled on those constructed at Dadar 
and Parel. However, the increase in tank capacity has added `15 crore to the project’s budget
First India Bureau

Mumbai: To prevent 
flooding in the Milan 
subway, the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) 
issued a tender on 
Thursday for the con-
struction of  a storage 
tank that can hold 
around 2 crore litre 
of  water.

It will be modelled on 
the two storage tanks 
built by the civic body 
in Dadar and Parel to 
prevent flooding at the 
Hindmata junction. 
However, the increased 
tank capacity has added 
Rs15 crore to the budg-
et. The initial budget 
for the project was Rs33 
crore.

BMC Additional 
Commissioner (Pro-
jects) P Velarasu said, 
“There is some increase 
in capacity of  the tank 
and hence the cost has 
increased. With this in-
creased expenditure, 
the storage of  flood wa-
ter can be done in a 
higher quantity. We ex-
pect that the work will 
be completed by Janu-
ary 2023.”

The initial plan was 

to build a tank of  two 
crore ltr capacity but 
the figure was later 
brought down to 15,000 
cubic metres. But after 
deliberation, the BMC 
decided to proceed with 
the original plan.

“The water from the 
subway will be chan-

neled to the tank and 
then it will be pumped 
out into the stormwater 
drain. Two pumps with 
a capacity of  3000 cubic 
metres per hour will be 
commissioned so that 
the water can be 
pumped at 6,000 cubic 
metres per hour,” said 

the civic official of  the 
stormwater drain de-
partment.

BMC’s stormwater 
network becomes inef-
fective during heavy 
rain. Every year high-
capacity pumps are in-
stalled to flush out wa-
ter from the subway. As 

these efforts didn't give 
the desired results, the 
civic body decided to 
construct an under-
ground water holding 
tank like the one in the 
Hindmata.

The BMC is also plan-
ning to set up a mini-
pumping station on the 

eastern side of  the And-
heri station where the 
maximum proportion 
of  water gets accumu-
lated during monsoon. 
With the help of  eight 
pumps, the rainwater 
will be pumped out and 
discharged into a 
Mogra nullah.

The initial plan was to build a tank of 2 crore litre capacity but the figure was later brought down to 
15,000 cubic metres. But after deliberation, the BMC decided to proceed with the original plan.

CRUCIAL JUNCTION
The Milan Subway, which connects Vile Parle and Santacruz, is one of the western 
suburbs’ chronic flood spots, causing massive traffic jams during the monsoon 
season. The BMC previously increased the width of the stormwater drain to prevent 
flooding in the subway. Every year high-capacity pumps are installed to flush out 
water from the subway. As these efforts didn’t give the desired results, the civic body 
decided to construct an underground water holding tank like the one in the Hindmata.

Mumbai: The Versova-Virar sealink project will 
now be carried out by the Mumbai Mtropolitan 
Region Development Authority (MMRDA) after 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde handed 
the project over to the civic body on October 20. 
The project will likely be funded by the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (JICA). According to 
MMRDA Commissioner SVR Srinivas the MMRDA 
will continue the work that MSRDC was doing. 
The project is being carried out in two phases—in 
phase 1 the project will be carried out till Vasai and 
it will further extend (Phase 2 to Virar) only after 
getting clearance from heritage department. The 
Phase 2 alignment passes through ancient Arnala 
fort and fishing area.

VERSOVA-VIRAR SEA LINK TO BE BUILT 
BY MMRDA; JICA TO FUND THE PROJECT 

Civic body omits JV 
provision to attract 
quality bidders

BMC officials demonstrate ‘Rapid Hardening Concrete’ adoption 
method to fill the potholes in Mumbai on Friday.  
 —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE

First India Bureau

Mumbai: To ensure 
quality bids from ma-
jor players in road 
construction, the Bri-
hanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation 
(BMC) has eliminated 
the joint venture (JV)
provision.

According to a city of-
ficial despite having ad-
equate budget, the BMC 
has always been criti-
cized for the poor qual-
ity of  roads in Mumbai. 
Small companies come 
together and win con-
tracts due to the joint 
venture provision in 
tenders.

The official also stat-
ed that the work on 
these roads will be ap-
proximately 440km, and 
that the project for these 
stretches will be under-

taken based on the traf-
fic block available to 
avoid any traffic prob-
lems, despite the fact 
that traffic in Mumbai is 
always flowing continu-
ously throughout the 
day and even at night.

According to the 
BMC, five tenders were 
floated, one each for the 
roads in the city and 
eastern suburbs region, 
and three for the west-
ern suburbs region in 
order to convert them 
into cemented tracks.

In total, Rs5,000 crore 
(approx) tender will be 
spent on concrete pro-
ject work. Additionally, 
the price will be in-
creased by 18% due to 
an increase in cement 
and steel prices follow-
ing the global recession 
and the war between 
Ukraine and Russia. 

The 20km narrow gauge rail line to Matheran was shut after it got 
damaged during monsoon in August 2019.  —FILE PHOTO

Central Railway resumes Neral-Matheran mini train service
JOY RIDE

The train services were suspended 
in 2019, after heavy rains destroyed 
about 21km of narrow gauge track 
between the two stations 

Man makes 
bomb blast 
hoax call; held  

Techie gets life sentence 
for plotting attack at 
American School in Mum 

 FINAL COUNTDOWN

A woman purchases 
decorative items, while 
people are seen buying 

dry fruits ahead of Diwali 
festival, in Mumbai on 
Friday. Meanwhile, in 

Thane, women examine 
a decorative diya in front 
of a display of lanterns. 
In Nagpur, an artisan 
puts the final touches 
to an idol of Goddess 

Lakshmi, even as 
markets display colourful 

lanterns for sale.  
—PHOTOS BY  

ANI & PTI 
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PRE-POLL...
The BJP along with the 
Eknath Shinde faction 
of  the Shiv Sena is look-
ing to unseat the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led 
Shiv Sena from the 
cash-rich Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion. Notably, the MNS 

chief  was among those 
who requested the BJP 
to withdraw its candi-
date in the upcoming 
Andheri East bypoll, 
leaving the path clear 
for Shiv Sena Uddhav 
Balasaheb Thackeray 
candidate Rutuja Latke 
to stand unopposed.  

FROM PG 1

ACTION AGAINST 
THOSE JUSTIFYING 
KILLINGS: J&K L-G

GANG-RAPE WITH 
IRON ROD: ‘FALSE’ 
CASE, SAY UP COPS

Srinagar: J&K Lt Guv 
Manoj Sinha on Friday 
said some people were 
trying to disturb the 
communal harmony by 
justifying the killings of 
innocent civilians in the 
Valley and warned them 
of strict action.“We will 
have to be alert as some 
elements are trying to dis-
turb communal harmony. 
We will have to keep an 
eye on them and deal with 
them strictly,” he said.

New Delhi: A Delhi wom-
an’s alleged gang-rape 
and torture in Ghaziabad 
has turned out to be a sto-
ry “cooked up” to frame 
some men in a property 
feud, the police claim. 
The woman allegedly also 
paid some associates to 
“publicise” the case.Three 
men were arrested by the 
UP police on Thursday. 
They allegedly helped the 
woman fake her kidnap-
ping and assault.

CHINESE LOAN APP 
FRAUD: RAIDS AT 5 
B’LURU PREMISES

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY 
TESTS ‘AGNI PRIME’ 
BALLISTIC MISSILE

Bengaluru: Five premises 
in Bengaluru were raided 
by the ED under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act on 
Oct 19 in connection with 
the Chinese loan app fraud 
case. The case is based 
on 18 FIRs registered by 
the Cyber Crime Police 
Station, Bengaluru City, 
against numerous entities 
and persons in connection 
with their involvement in 
the extortion.

New Delhi: Agni Prime 
new generation ballistic 
missile was successfully 
test fired off the coast of 
Odisha Friday. “During 
the test flight, missile 
travelled maximum range 
and all test objectives were 
successfully met. With this 
third consecutive success-
ful flight test of the Agni 
Prime missile, the accuracy 
and reliability of the system 
has been established,” 
Defence officials said.

CRUCIAL READ

4 DIE IN MADHYA PRADESH AS CRACKER 
STOCK BLAST BRINGS DOWN HOUSE

DOCTORS PROTEST “VIP APPROACH”, AIIMS 
CANCELS SPECIAL HANDLING OF MPS

Morena: Four persons, including a mother-daughter duo, 
were killed and six others injured after a house, where 
firecrackers were stored by a tenant, collapsed following a 
blast in Banmore town of Madhya Pradesh’s Morena 
district on Thursday, police said. The impact of the blast 
was so severe that the ground-plus-one-storey structure 
was reduced to rubble, while two nearby houses were also 
damaged. The tenant’s wife, their eight-year-old daughter 
and two more persons, including a seven-year-old boy, 
died in the incident that occurred around 11am, they said.

New Delhi: The AIIMS Delhi director has withdrawn his 
letter that listed special arrangements for MPs and those 
recommended by them at the AIIMS. Doctors’ associations 
and activists had criticised the “VIP culture”, while the 
institute had said these were just the SOPs or Standing 
Operating Procedures for MPs. In a bid to counter the “VIP” 
charge, the AIIMS had also tweeted that it has “always had 
a 24×7 control room for co-ordination of medical care of 
patients from all walks of life”, adding that staff is deployed 
to “expedite treatment for poorest of the poor”.

PM APPEALS TO PEOPLE TO SPEND MONEY ON PURCHASING LOCALLY MADE PRODUCTS

PM Modi pitches for ‘Vocal for Local’
Badrinath (ANI): As 
part of  the Vocal for Lo-
cal initiative, PM Nar-
endra Modi during his 
visit to Uttarakhand on 
Friday appealed to peo-
ple, particularly tour-
ists, to spend money on 
locally made products.

“I appeal to all tour-
ists in the country to 
spend at least 5 per cent 
of  their travel budget 
on buying local prod-
ucts,” PM said at a pub-
lic event held at Badri-
nath’s Mana, the last 
village bordering Chi-
na. Earlier too, he had 
appealed to fellow Indi-
ans on various occa-
sions to purchase indig-
enous products to sus-
tain the local economy.

Talking about villag-
es situated near inter-
national borders and 
far-flung areas, he said 
every village located in 
the border areas will be 
now considered as the 
first village of  India.

On the occasion, PM 

Modi laid the founda-
tion stone for road wid-
ening projects worth 
around Rs 1,000 crore.

According to the 
Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO), the two road 
widening projects — 
from Mana to Mana 

Pass (NH07) and from 
Joshimath to Malari 
(NH107B) — shall be an-
other step towards pro-
viding last-mile all-
weather road connec-
tivity to our border ar-
eas. Apart from boost-
ing connectivity, these 

projects will also prove 
beneficial from a strate-
gic point of  view as 
well. PM Modi reviewed 
the progress of  develop-
ment work of  the river-
front in Badrinath.

In Kedarnath, he laid 
the foundation stone for 

a ropeway project, 
which will be around 
9.7 km long and will 
connect Gaurikund to 
Kedarnath, reducing 
the travel time between 
the two places from 6-7 
hours at present to only 
about 30 minutes.

Good terrorism, bad terrorism 
can’t go together: Amit Shah
New Delhi (ANI): Em-
phasizing on a collec-
tive fight against terror-
ism, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Fri-
day said a global defini-
tion for terrorism is 
important as narratives 
of  good terrorism, bad 
terrorism, small terror-
ism and big terrorism 
cannot go together.

At valedictory cere-
mony of  the 90th An-
nual General Assembly 
of  Interpol, Shah said, 
“India is one of  the old-
est members of  Inter-
pol. Such an organisa-
tion is important for 
international coopera-
tion. I appreciate efforts 
taken by Interpol across 
the world to maintain 
law and security.”

Prashant Kishor resorting 
to publicity stunt: Nitish

4 ‘PFI activists’ 
held in Assam; 
40 nabbed so far
Guwahati (PTI): Four 
persons allegedly 
linked to the banned 
Popular Front of  India 
(PFI) were arrested on 
Friday from Kamrup 
district of  Assam, po-
lice said.

Special Director Gen-
eral of  Assam Police 
(Law and Order) 
Gyanendra Pratap Sin-
gh said in a tweet that 
the “four members of  
the banned PFI” were 
apprehended from dif-
ferent parts of  the dis-
trict.

With the latest ar-
rests, a total of  40 peo-
ple from various parts 
of  the state have so far 
been arrested for their 
alleged linked to the 
banned outfit.

Patna (ANI): Bihar CM 
Nitish Kumar on Fri-
day refused to respond 
to the claims made by 
political strategist 
Prashant Kishor and 
said he is resorting to  a 
publicity stunt.

He was responding to 
Kishor’s claim that his 
channels with BJP are 
not yet closed even as he 
left the NDA in August to 
rejoin hands with RJD. 
“Kindly don’t ask me 
about him. He speaks for 
his own publicity and can 
speak whatever he wants, 
we don’t care,” he said.

“It is difficult to under-
stand if  he (Nitish) has 
come out of  the alliance, 
why one of  his MPs is 
still holding an impor-
tant position in Rajya 
Sabha. So as far as I know, 

Nitish Kumar has not 
closed his channels with 
BJP,” Kishor had said.

“As far as I know, Nit-
ish is surely with Maha-
gathbandhan but hasn’t 
closed his channels 
with BJP, biggest proof  
is that Rajya Sabha Dep-
uty Chairman Hari-
vansh, who is a JD-U 
MP, neither resigned 
from his post nor the 
party asked him to do so 
or action has been taken 
against him,” he added.

‘Cervical cancer HPV vax 
production to start in 2023’
New Delhi (ANI): The 
production of  India’s 
first indigenously de-
veloped quadrivalent 
Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) “CERVAVAC” 
vaccine, for the preven-
tion of  cervical cancer, 
by the Serum Institute 
of  India will start in the 
first quarter of  2023 
which got delayed due 
to COVID-19 pandemic, 
said SII CEO Adar 
Poonawala on Friday.

Indigenously devel-
oped vaccine, “CERVA-
VAC” was announced 
for the prevention of  
cervical cancer. “The 
capacity got delayed by 
one year because we are 

using a new building to 
this. We use the original 
HPV vaccine building 
for Covovax. So, we have 
to, at that time, had no 
choice during the pan-
demic and you know, 
there are many vac-
cines like dengue and so 
many other develop-
ments that were de-
ferred by two years for 
this,” Poonawala said.

PM Narendra Modi lays the foundation stone of road and ropeway projects at in Chamoli on Friday. 
Also seen are Uttarakhand Guv Lt Gen Gurmeet Singh, CM Pushkar Singh Dhami and other dignitaries. 

ON THE EVE OF DEEPAVALI, PRIME 
MINISTER TO MARK VISIT TO AYODHYA
New Delhi: On the 
eve of Deepavali, PM 
Narendra Modi will 
visit Ayodhya in UP 
on October 23. At 
around 5 PM, the PM 
will perform darshan 
and pooja of Bhag-
wan Shree Ramlala 
Virajman, followed by 

inspection of Shree 
Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra site. 
Later, he will perform 
the Rajyabhishek of 
symbolic Bhagwan 
Shree Ram. Around 
6:30 PM, the PM will 
witness Aarti at New 
Ghat, Saryu river.

HM Amit Shah hands over INTERPOL flag to CIS Director of Austria 
Andreas Holzer as INTERPOL Secy-Gen Jurgen Stock looks on.

Crime has now be-
come borderless .... 
Across-border co-

operation is necessary to 
fight cross-border terror-
ism..... A global definition 
of terrorism is important. 
Narratives of good terror-
ism, bad terrorism, small 
terrorism and big terror-
ism cannot go together.

 –Amit Shah, Union HM

New Delhi: On the occa-
sion of ‘Police Commem-
oration Day’, Union Home 
and Cooperation Minister 
Amit Shah paid tributes to 
martyred personnel of the 
Police and CAPFs at the 
National Police Memorial 
in New Delhi, on Friday.

HM PAYS TRIBUTES 
TO MARTYR COPS

New Delhi (ANI): For-
mer Union minister 
and Congress leader 
Shivraj Patil has 
stoked controversy 
with his claim that con-
cept of  ‘jihad’ finds 
mention not only in 
Quran but in Bhagavad 
Gita and in Christiani-
ty as well. 

At a book launch 
event, Patil said that 
Lord Krishna also 
taught lessons of  jihad 
to Arjun in a part of  
Gita. Patil’s remarks 
have drawn flak from 
the BJP which has hit 
out at the Congress for 
“Hindu hatred”.

CONGRESS SAYS PATIL’S REMARKS ON 
BHAGAVAD GITA ARE UNACCEPTABLE
New Delhi: The Congress on Friday said the 
remarks made by party leader Shivraj Patil on the 
Bhagavad Gita were unacceptable and asserted 
the scripture was a key foundational pillar of 
Indian civilisation. Patil has claimed the con-
cept of jihad was not just in Islam but also in the 
Bhagavad Gita and in Christianity.

Kurnool: With conclusion of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’s Andhra leg, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Friday thanked 
the people for their overwhelming 
support and promised to fulfil 
the commitments made by him 
to the people of the State.

Ex-Congress minister Shivraj Patil draws 
link between ‘Jihad’ and Bhagavad Gita

RAHUL THANKS PEOPLE AS AP-LEG 
OF BHARAT JODO YATRA ENDS

Shivraj Patil

India’s submarine fleet to 
get booster dose to next yr
New Delhi (Agencies): 
After final week’s check 
of  a nuclear-succesful 
ballistic missile from 
nuclear-powered subma-
rine INS Arihant, India’s 
underwater fight arm is 
about to get one other 
main increase early next 
year with the induction 
of  one other nuclear and 
two diesel-electrical typi-
cal submarines.

INS Sindhuratna, 
which had a significant 
accident in February 
2014 that killed two of-
ficers, is slated to return 
to Mumbai after present 
process a protracted 
“medium refit-cum-life 
extension” improve at 
Severodvinsk in Russia 
in February. INS Sind-
huratna is the second of  

the 4 outdated Russian 
Kilo-class submarines 
earmarked to endure 
the modernisation im-
prove, every costing 
round Rs 1,400 crore, to 
stem the depletion with-
in the typical fleet.

The Navy may also 
fee the fifth of  the six 
new French-origin 
Kalvari-class Scorpene 
submarines being con-
structed at Mazagon 
Docks below the over Rs 
23,000 crore ‘Project-75’.

IN THE COURTYARD

“WHERE HAVE WE REACHED IN NAME OF RELIGION?”, 
SAYS SUPREME COURT OVER HATE SPEECHES
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court, on Fri-
day, slammed the ongo-
ing row over hate 
speech and hate crimes 
and asked — “This is 
the 21st century. Where 
have we reached in the 
name of  religion?”  A 
bench said that - ‘Arti-
cle 51 says we should 
have a scientific tem-
per and in the name of  
religion, this is tragic’. 
The petition in SC 
sought urgent inter-
vention from the Su-
preme Court to stop 
the allegedly ‘growing 
menace of  targeting 
and terrorizing of  

Muslim community in 
India’. The SC issued 
notice to Delhi, UP and 
Uttarakhand police 
and asked them to file 
a report on action tak-
en against such offenc-
es within their juris-
diction. The court also 
ordered govts and po-
lice to take suo motu 
action in the hate 
speech cases.

SC AGREES TO HEAR 
PLEA AGAINST BILKIS 
CONVICTS’ RELEASE

HOSPITAL SEALED FOR 
TRANSFUSING JUICE 
INTO DENGUE PATIENT

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Friday agreed to 
hear the plea of a women’s 
organisation seeking 
directions to revoke the 
remission granted to 11 
convicts, who had gang-raped 
Bilkis Bano and murdered her 
family members during the 
2002 Godhra riots. A bench of 
Justices Ajay Rastogi and CT 
Ravikumar tagged the matter 
with the main petition pending 
before the apex court. The 
plea was filed by the National 
Federation of India, whose 
General Secretary is Annie 
Raja, challenged the remission 
of sentence and the release of 
convicts in the case.

Prayagraj: A private hospital 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagraj 
has been sealed for allegedly 
transfusing fruit juice instead 
of blood platelets into a 
dengue patient who died later, 
an official said. A probe was 
ordered after the incident came 
to light in which, according 
to Additional Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr AK Tiwari, “some 
irregularities” were found. 
“CMO ordered a probe after the 
patient died. In the probe, some 
irregularities were found. It has 
been sealed till the probe is 
completed,” the additional CMO 
said. “It is a matter of probe. 
The probe will take action. The 
complainant has filed an FIR.”

SC JUNKS PLEA 
TO OPEN ROOMS 
IN TAJ MAHAL

GYANVAPI CASE: 
COURT TO HEAR 
PLEA ON NOV 2 

New Delhi: The 
Supreme Court on 
Friday junked a plea 
seeking the opening 
of 22 rooms in the Taj 
Mahal to enquire into 
the monument’s history. 
A bench dismissed 
the plea saying it was 
a “publicity interest 
litigation”. Dismissing 
appeal filed against the 
Allahabad High Court 
order, the bench said, 
“The High Court was not 
in error in dismissing the 
petition, which is more 
of a publicity interest 
litigation. Dismissed.”

Varanasi: A court on 
Friday fixed November 
2 for the hearing of 
a plea by the Hindu 
side for survey of 2 
underground places 
in Gyanvapi Mosque 
complex.The Varanasi 
district court also 
imposed a penalty 
on the mosque 
committee for not 
filing an objection 
to this prayer in 
time. The court 
had given time to 
the mosque side 
to file an objection 
regarding this.



business
BRIEFS

New Delhi: FMCG major 
Hindustan Unilever Ltd on 
Friday reported a 22.19% 
rise in its consolidated 
net profit to Rupees 2,670 
crore for the second 
quarter ended September 
30, mainly helped by vol-
ume growth. The compa-
ny had posted a net profit 
of `2,185 crore in the Ju-
ly-September quarter of 
the previous fiscal. Its to-
tal income increased 
16.44% during the quar-
ter under review to 
`15,253 crore. It was 
`13,099 crore in the year-
ago period, Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd (HUL) said in 
a regulatory filing.  —PTI

HUL Q2 NET PROFIT 
RISES 22.2% TO  
`2,670 CRORE

New Delhi: Billionaire 
Mukesh Ambani’s Reli-
ance Industries Ltd on 
Friday reported a flattish 
net profit for the Septem-
ber quarter after a newly 
introduced windfall profit 
tax dented mainstay oil 
earnings. The oil-to-retail-
to-telecom conglomer-
ate’s consolidated profit 
of `13,656 crore during 
July-September - the sec-
ond quarter of the 2022-
23 fiscal year - compared 
to `13,680 crore in the 
year-ago period, it said in 
a stock exchange filing. 
The profit fell 24 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter. —PTI

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES 
QUARTER 2 HIT BY 
WINDFALL PROFIT TAX

New Delhi: Reliance Jio 
Infocomm on Friday post-
ed a 28% year-on-year 
rise in its net profit for the 
September quarter at 
`4,518 crore. Its net prof-
it stood at `3528 crore in 
the same period previous 
fiscal, the telco said in a 
regulatory filing. The rev-
enue from operations 
jumped 20.2% to `22,521 
crore for the just ended 
quarter, from `18,735 
crore in the year-ago peri-
od. The Q2 scorecard 
comes amid large-scale 
network deployments 
across the country for 5G 
services.  —PTI

JIO NET PROFIT UP 
28% TO `4,518 CR 
FOR SEPT QUARTER
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Commodity Price Change % Chg

GOLD 50,139.00 372.00 0.74 (Per 10g)

SILVER 56,089.00 799.00 1.42 (Per 1kg)

COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg

USDINR 82.88 0.09 0.10

GBPINR 92.85 0.10 0.11

CURRENCIES

*Rates till the edition went to print.

India’s forex reserves hit new low
First India Bureau

New Delhi: India’s forex 
reserves dropped by $4.50 
billion to $528.37 billion for 
the week ended October 14, 
the RBI said on Friday.

The overall reserves had 
increased by $204 million 
to $532 billion in the previ-
ous reporting week, which 
was the first weekly in-
crease in the kitty since 
August this year.

In October 2021, the 
country’s forex kitty had 
reached an all-time high of  
$645 billion. 

The reserves have been 
declining as the central 
bank deploys the kitty to 

defend the rupee amid 
pressures caused majorly 
by global developments.

Foreign Currency Assets 
(FCA), a major component 
of  the overall reserves, saw 
a drop of  $2.828 billion to 

$468.668 billion during the 
week to October 14, accord-
ing to the Weekly Statisti-
cal Supplement released by 
the Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) on Friday.

Expressed in dollar 

terms, the FCAs include 
the effect of  appreciation 
or depreciation of  non-US 
units like the euro, pound 
and yen held in the foreign 
exchange reserves.

Gold reserves, whose 

value had risen by $1.35 bil-
lion in the previous report-
ing week, saw a decline of  
$1.502 billion in the value to 
$37.453 billion, it said.

The Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) were down 
by $149 million to $17.433 
billion, the apex bank said.

The country’s reserve 
position with the IMF were 
down by $23 million to $ 
4.813 billion in the report-
ing week, the apex bank 
data showed.

On October 14, the rupee 
ended at 82.3500 per US dol-
lar, compared with 82.3450 
in the previous session and 
down less than 0.1% from 
82.3200 in the prior week.

TOP TALKING  
POINTS

	z India’s forex reserves 
dropped by $4.50 billion to 
$528.37 billion for the week 
ended October 14

	z The overall reserves had 
increased by $204 million to 
$532 billion in the previous 
reporting week

Automakers to double spending 
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): The world’s top 
automakers are plan-
ning to spend nearly 
$1.2 trillion through 
2030 to develop and 
produce millions of  
electric vehicles, 
along with the batter-
ies and raw materials 
to support that pro-
duction, according  
to a Reuters analysis 
of  public data and  
projections.

The EV investment 
figure, which has not 
previously been pub-
lished, dwarfs previ-
ous investment esti-

mates by Reuters and 
is more than twice the 
most recent calcula-
tion published just a 
year ago.

To put the figure in 
context, Alphabet, the 
parent company of  
Google and Waymo, 

has a market cap of  
$1.3 trillion.

Automakers have 
forecast plans to build 
54 million battery elec-
tric vehicles in 2030, 
representing more 
than 50% of  total vehi-
cle production, accord-

ing to the analysis.
To support that un-

precedented level of  
EVs, carmakers and 
their battery partners 
are planning to install 
5.8 terawatt-hours of  
battery production ca-
pacity by 2030.

ON EVs & BATTERIES

AMBITIOUS  
PLANS AHEAD 
	z World’s top 
automakers have 
forecast plans to 
build 54 million 
battery electric 
vehicles in 2030

New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment has extended the 
deadline for filing GST re-
turns for the month of  Sep-
tember by a day to October 
21, the CBIC said on Friday.

On Thursday, taxpayers 
faced a slow functioning of  
the GST portal, which was 
the last date for filing 
monthly GST returns for 
some taxpayers.

Following that, the Cen-
tral Board of  Indirect Tax-
es and Customs (CBIC) had 
said that an extension of  
the due date was being con-
sidered.

“The GST Implementa-
tion Committee of  GST 
Council has approved ex-
tension of  the due date of  
filing GSTR-3B return for 
the month of  September 
2022, for the monthly filers, 
from 20th October, 2022 to 
21st October 2022,” the 
CBIC tweeted on Friday.

Monthly return and tax 
payment form GSTR-3B is 
filed in staggered manner 
between the 20th, 22nd, and 
24th of  each month by tax-
payers in different states.

GSTN provides the tech-
nology backend for run-
ning GST.

Govt extends 
deadline for 
filing Sept GST 

BSE Sensex extends gains for 
sixth day, climbs 104 points
Mumbai (PTI): Equity 
benchmark indices man-
aged to end in the positive 
territory after facing vola-
tility in the latter part of  
the trade on Friday amid 
gains in Axis Bank and 
ICICI Bank.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors (FIIs) turning net 
buyers in the market on 
Thursday after many ses-
sions also added to the mo-
mentum.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
ended 104.25 points or 
0.18% higher at 59,307.15, 
logging its sixth day of  
gains. 

The broader NSE Nifty 
ended marginally higher 
by 12.35 points or 0.07% at 
17,576.30.

From the Sensex pack-
ICICI Bank, Hindustan 
Unilever, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, Nestle, Titan and Ul-
traTech Cement were the 
major winners.

AXIS BANK SHARES JUMP OVER 
9%; MCAP CLIMBS `22,757 CR
New Delhi (PTI): Shares of Axis Bank rallied over 
9% on Friday after the firm reported a 66.29% 
jump in consolidated net profit for the Sept quar-
ter. The stock jumped 8.96% to settle at `900.25 
apiece on the BSE. During the day, it advanced 
9.53 to its 52-week high of `905. On the NSE, it 
rallied 9.46% to end at `904 apiece. Its mcap also 
jumped `22,757.86 crore to ` 2,76,592.86 crore.

RUPEE SLIPS 9 PAISE TO CLOSE 
AT 82.88 AGAINST US DOLLAR
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee slipped 9 paise to close 
at 82.88 against the US dollar on Friday amid a 
strong greenback overseas. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the local currency opened 
at 82.89 and witnessed a high of 82.59 and a 
low of 82.91.It finally settled at 82.88 against the 
American currency, registering a drop of 9 paise 
over its previous close.

Airlines to operate 21,941 
flights on domestic routes
New Delhi (PTI): Sched-
uled airlines will operate 
21,941 flights on domestic 
routes every week in the 
winter schedule starting 
from October 30.

The number of  weekly 
flights will be 1.55% lower 
than 22,287 flights operated 
in the previous winter 
schedule. 

The winter schedule will 
be effective from October 
30, 2022 till March 25, 2023.

“In the upcoming Winter 
Schedule 2022, 21,941 de-
partures per week have 
been approved from 105 air-
ports. 

“Out of  these 105 air-
ports Deoghar, Shimla and 
Rourkela are the new air-
ports proposed by the 
scheduled airlines,” avia-
tion regulator DGCA said 
in a release on Friday.

DGCA LIFTS 50% CAP ON 
SPICEJET FLIGHTS
New Delhi: Indian aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Friday removed 
the 50% cap restrictions on 
SpiceJet flights. A senior DGCA 
official said that SpiceJet can 
operate at full capacity from 
October 30 onwards. During the 
‘Enhanced surveillance’ period, 
SpiceJet has shown improve-
ment in their operations, he said.

Free Trade Agreement talks with 
UK on track, says Piyush Goyal
New Delhi (Agencies): 
Commerce and industry 
minister Piyush Goyal on 
Thursday said India’s talks 
with the UK on the pro-
posed free trade agreement 
(FTA) are well on track, 
but India will have to “wait 
and watch” the ongoing po-
litical developments in 
Britain.

Goyal’s statement came 
after the resignation of  Liz 
Truss as British PM on her 
45th day in the job. “We will 
have to wait and see...what 
happens, whether they 
have a quick change of  

leadership, whether it goes 
to the whole process... So, 
let us see who comes into 
the government and what 
their views are. It is only 
after that we will be able to 
formulate a strategy vis-a-
via the UK,” Goyal said.

Highlighting that 
politicians and busi-
nesses across the 
b o a r d in the 
UK rec-
o g -
n i s e d 
that it is 
“ v e r y 
i m p o r -

tant” for them to do an FTA 
with India, Goyal said, “So, 
my own sense is that who-
ever comes into the govern-
ment will be wanting to 
engage with us.”

The minister said the 
trade pact should be 

fair, equitable and 
balanced. It has to 
be a win-win for 
both sides and 

there is no 
deal un-

less both 
are sat-
i s f i e d , 
he said.
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Nirav Modi: ED gets nod 
to confiscate properties

Tiger run over by train 
in Chandrapur district

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The En-
forcement Directo-
rate was given per-
mission on Thursday 
by a special PMLA 
court here to confis-
cate 39 properties of  
Nirav Modi.

The court also al-
lowed an application by 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) seeking nine 
properties be either 
mortgaged or hypothe-
cated by Modi, and his 
companies.

Modi was declared a 
fugitive economic of-
fender as per Fugitive 
Economic Offenders 

Act, 2018, in December 
2019 by the Special 
PMLA Court.

Earlier in July, the 
ED had attached mova-
ble  assets including 
gems and jewellery, and 
bank balances in for-
eign currencies—as of  
Friday amounting to 
Rs253.62—of  the fugi-
tive diamantaire’s 
group of  companies in 
Hong Kong.

Based on an FIR reg-
istered by the Central 
Bureau of  Investiga-
tion, the ED had initi-
ated an investigation 
against Modi for alleg-
edly defrauding PNB of  
Rs6,498.20 crore.

First India Bureau

Chandrapur: A tiger 
was killed in a colli-
sion with a train on 
Friday in the Rajura 
forest range of  Chan-
drapur district, a for-
est official said here.

A gangman of  the 
Railways spotted the ti-
ger carcass on the rail-
way track on the Hy-
derabad-Balharshah 
route in the morning, 
and reported the death 
to the forest depart-
ment, which dispatched 
a team to the spot.

An inspection re-
vealed that the dead big 
cat was a sub-adult, said 

Suresh Yelkarwar, the 
range forest officer of  
Rajura Range.

According to forest 
authorities, the carcass 
was found in Chunala 
beat in Rajura tehsil, 
some 29km from the dis-
trict headquarters.

Veterinarians from 
the transit treatment 
centre in Chandrapur 
performed a post-mor-
tem, which revealed 
multiple injuries.

Special action plan soon for permanent 
benefit of farmers, CM Shinde promises
He also promised efforts to conserve historic forts, bring developmental initiatives to Nashik district
First India Bureau

Nashik: Chief  Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde on 
Friday assured the 
state’s farmers that a 
special action plan to 
benefit them perma-
nently will be pre-
pared soon, in addi-
tion to  measures 
that have been taken 
for the development 
of  the agriculture 
sector in the past 
three months.

He was addressing an 
event to mark the start 
of  the cane crushing 
season of  Nashik Coop-
erative Sugar Factory 
in Palse here.

“After coming to pow-
er in the state (on June 
30), our government has 
taken 72 big decisions. 
These include Bhuvikas 
Bank loan waiver of  
Rs964 crore. We have 
also changed the crite-
ria for compensation for 
crop damage due to 

heavy rains. The aid for 
loss due to the rain has 
been increased to 
Rs15,000,” he said.

“Our government 

fully supports farmers 
and a special action 
plan for permanent 
benefit of  farmers will 
be prepared soon,” he 

added.
The CM said 95 tons 

of  sugarcane produc-
tion per hectare is ex-
pected this season, lead-

ing to total production 
of  138 lakh tons of  sug-
ar through 203 factories.

“Last year, Maharash-
tra produced more sugar 

than Uttar Pradesh. The 
country has 60 lakh met-
ric ton stock of  sugar, 
out of  which 30 lakh tons 
is in Maharashtra. It is 
expected that India will 
export 100 lakh metric 
tons of  sugar, with Ma-
harashtra leading with a 
contribution of  60 lakh 
metric tons,” he said.

Speaking at the ‘Na-
shik Ratna’ awards 
event later, Shinde also 
said the state govern-
ment will take all efforts 
to conserve the historic 
forts here and bring 
about initiatives to de-
velop the district.

Shinde also inaugu-
rated the division office 
of  the state-run 
Chhatrapati Shahu Ma-
haraj Research Train-
ing and Human Devel-
opment Institute (SAR-
ATHI) during his visit.

He inaugurated the 
first office of  his fac-
tion of  the Shiv Sena 
here as well.

21-YEAR-OLD PUNE STUDENT COMMITS 
SUICIDE INSIDE COLLEGE HOSTEL ROOM

PANVEL CIVIC BODY LAUNCHES DEDICATED 
WEBSITE FOR BUSINESS LICENCES ONLINE

Pune: A 21-year-old student allegedly committed suicide by 
hanging himself in his college hostel room in Pune on 
Thursday. The deceased was a final year student, pursuing a 
design course at Pune’s prestigious MIT school at Loni 
kalbhor. Faculty members say the student hailed southern 
India and was very studious. They also informed that he was 
supposed to appear for the final semester. The reason behind 
the suicide is not yet known. Police are investigating. 

Navi Mumbai: The Panvel Municipal Corporation (PMC) 
has launched a dedicated website www.tradepanvelmc.org 
for businesspersons to obtain licences online. Municipal 
Commissioner Ganesh Deshmukh launched the site on 
October 18. “By making the business licence available 
online, traders and businesspeople will save time by 
eliminating the need to frequently visit the municipal 
corporation,” Deputy Commissioner Ganesh Shete said. 

2 INJURED IN FIRING 
INCIDENTS IN THANE

MUM MAN HELD WITH 
`43L MEPHEDRONE 

Thane: Two people 
were injured in separate 
shooting incidents that 
were reported in Thane 
city on Friday. In the first, 
assailants opened fire 
at a bystander when he 
questioned them on van-
dalising businessman’s 
car in the Naupada neigh-
bourhood. In the second 
incident, a history-sheeter 
was allegedly shot by un-
identified persons around 
10.30 am in Mama-Bhan-
ja Hill area.

Mumbai: A man was 
held in Bandra in Mumbai 
allegedly with 215g 
mephedrone worth Rs43 
lakh, a police official said 
on Friday. The 37-year-old 
was held by the Bandra 
unit of the Anti Narcotics 
Cell on Thursday evening. 
“The accused is actively 
involved in the supply 
of drugs in the city. He 
has been booked under 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act,” the official said.

First India Bureau

Pune: A 31-year-old 
food delivery execu-
tive for an online food 
aggregator app, re-
ported missing since 
earlier this week, was 
found dead in a nul-
lah in Pune on Friday, 
police said.

Sanjay Kumar Yadav 
had accepted his last 
order around 10.45 pm 
on October 17 and had 
since been missing, an 
official said.

“Today, we found Ya-
dav’s body in a nullah 
near a housing society 
in Mohammadwadi. It 
is suspected that he 
might have fallen into a 
flooded nullah near 
Sanskriti School in the 
same vicinity and got 
washed away in the 
strong water current,” 
senior inspector Sardar 
Patil of  Kondhwa po-
lice station said.

Pune city received 
104mm of  rainfall in 
five hours late on Mon-
day night and early 
hours of  Tuesday, 

which led to water log-
ging and inundation.

The victim’s family 
filed a missing person’s 
complaint after two 

days, he said.
“It is suspected that 

Yadav might have ven-
tured into the flooded 
area on his motorcycle 

on the road adjacent to 
the nullah in order to 
make his delivery on 
time, fell in, and got 
washed away,” the offi-
cial said.

Social media was 
abuzz with pictures of  
cars and vehicles get-
ting washed away in 
the rain.

Municipal Commis-
sioner Vikram Kumar 
had said that this year’s 
rainfall in the month of  
October has been un-
precedented.

Missing food delivery agent found dead in Pune nullah 
BLACK FRIDAY BRINGS AT LEAST 7 DEATHS DUE TO ACCIDENTS 

Pune city received 104mm of rainfall in five hours late on Monday night and early Tuesday, leading 
to waterlogging and inundation.  —PHOTO BY ANI

It is suspected that Yadav 
might have ventured into the 
flooded area on his motorcycle 
on the road adjacent to the 
nullah in order to make his 

delivery on time, fell in, and got 
washed away.

—Sardar Patil, Inspector, Kondhwa police station

First India Bureau

Pune: A case of  “caus-
ing death by negli-
gence” has been lodged  
against a contractor 
after three labourers 
employed by him lost 
their lives in a sewage 
treatment plant at a 
housing society on Fri-
day morning.

It is suspected that 
they died due to suffoca-
tion, an official said.  
“The victims were 
working in an 18-feet 
deep sewage treatment 
plant in Wagholi area 
of  the city. We received 
a call around 7 am that 
they were trapped in-
side,” said a fire brigade 
official. “On reaching 
the spot, we retrieved 
the bodies of  two work-
ers. We were told one 
more person was miss-
ing. His body was found 
later,” he added. 

Mumbai (PTI): A bus 
of  the Brihanmumbai 
Electric Supply and 
Transport (BEST)  
driver has been arrest-
ed for mowing down 
Sameer Riyaz Idrisi 
(12) in the suburb of  
Govandi, police said 
on Friday.

The accident took 
place near Nurani Mas-
jid in Shivajinagar area 
on Thursday evening, an 
official said. Sameer was 
rushed to a hospital, 
where doctors declared 
him dead on arrival, he 
said. The driver has been 
booked under Section 
304 (A) (causing death by 
negligence) and other 
relevant provisions of  
the Indian Penal Code 
and Motor Vehicles Act. 

First India Bureau

Thane: A nine-year-
old boy and three 
teenagers drowned 
while swimming in 
a pond in Thane’s 
Ambernath town 
on Friday, an offi-
cial said.

The boys ventured 
into the waterfall-
cum-pond located 
near Kondeshwar 
temple waterbody 
for a swim in the af-
ternoon, but 
drowned in the pro-
cess, said Anita 
Jawanjal, the chief  
of  the District Disas-
ter Control Manage-
ment Cell of  the 
Thane Municipal 
Corporation. The de-
ceased, Linus 
Bhaskar Ucchapwar 
(9), Swayam Baba 
Manjrekar (18), 
Akash Raju Jinga 

(19) and Suraj 
Machindra Salve 
(19), were residents 
of  Ghatkopar in 
neighbouring Mum-
bai, she said.

Local residents 
fished out the bod-
ies, which were later 
sent to a government 
hospital for post-
mortem, Jawanjal 
said, adding the po-
lice were investigat-
ing the incident.

4 INCLUDING 9-YEAR-OLD 
DROWN IN AMBERNATH

THREE SEWAGE 
TREATMENT 
WORKERS DIE 
OF SUFFOCATION 

BEST DRIVER 
ARRESTED FOR 
KILLING CHILD 

Last year, 
Maharashtra 

produced more 
sugar than Uttar 

Pradesh. The 
country has 60 
lakh metric ton 

stock of sugar, out 
of which 30 lakh 

tons is in 
Maharashtra. It is 

expected that 
India will export 
100 lakh metric 

tons of sugar, with 
Maharashtra 
leading with a 

contribution of 60 
lakh metric tons.

—Eknath Shinde, CM

CRUCIAL READ

35 reminders later, MCA still owes 
cops `14.82 cr in arrears for security
First India Bureau

Mumbai: The Mum-
bai Cricket Associa-
tion (MCA) has un-
paid arrears of  near-
ly Rs15 crore to Mum-
bai Police for the se-
curity provided dur-
ing major tourna-
ments, a Right to In-
formation inquiry 
revealed. 

The amount re-
mained unpaid despite 
repeated reminders, ac-
cording to Mumbai Po-
lice. RTI activist Anil 
Galgali had sought in-
formation from Mum-
bai Police about the se-

curity provided for 
various cricket matches 
and the settlement fee 
charged for the same.

“The Mumbai Crick-
et Association has ar-
rears amounting to 

Rs14.82 crore of  Mum-
bai Police for provid-
ing security arrange-
ments in different 
matches played in the 
two stadiums situated 
in the city and are ig-

noring reminders sent 
by us,” Mumbai Police 
told Galgali.

Mumbai Police 
claimed that 35 re-
minders had been sent 
to the MCA president 
to pay the dues, and 
that the Additional 
Chief  Secretary of  the 
Home Department had 
also been informed 
through a letter about 
the non-payment of  fee 
by the MCA.

Only Rs1.40 crore for 
the 2018 IPL cricket 
match had been paid 
by the MCA in the last 
eight years, the Mum-
bai Police said. 

Newly elected MCA President Amol Kale and former cricketer 
Sandeep Patil address the media on Thursday. —PHOTO BY PTI 

Greetings on the occasion of 
Dhanteras! May your Life sparkle 
with golden joy,  gleam with 

diamond smiles and mountains of happiness.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,  

CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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OCTOBER 22, 2022

t was an eve of  
glitz and glamour, 
livewire perfor-
mances and 
nerve-wracking 
decisions, as the 
winners of  First 

India Queen were an-
nounced in a star-studded 
ceremony at Jade Ball-
room, Hotel Sahara Star, 
Mumbai on Friday. With 30 
finalists from across the 
country battling it out for 
the coveted title, the jury 
had a tough time choosing 
the top five. 

Jagdeesh Chandra 
graced the occasion as the 
Chief  Guest. 

The scintillating even-
ing in the mesmerising 
land of  picturesque beach-
es and the City of  Dreams 
began by welcoming 
Jagdeesh Chandra, the 
man who made it possible 
for every young girl to 
dream big with confidence 

so that she may reach 
greater heights. While con-
gratulating all the finalists, 
Jagdeesh Chandra wel-
comed the audience and 
said, “We strongly wish to 
open the gates of  opportu-
nity in the fashion and en-
tertainment industry for 
many deserving girls. First 
India and youth are natu-
ral allies and we promote 
talent for one and all.” 

Famous anchor Simran 
Ahuja set the mood swing-
ing by introducing the fi-
nalists of  the First India 
Queen.

Special Guest for the 
evening, Deepak Agarwal, 
MD, Bikaji Group, on the 
occasion said, “ The crown 
is an added privilege, I am 
sure the girls will take so 
much confidence from 
here. I am glad to be a part 
of  the event.” He further 
congratulated Jagdeesh 
Chandra and the First In-
dia family for the wonder-
ful event.

First India Queen is a 
platform of  inspiration, 
learning and stardom for 
a common girl – coming 
from different parts of  the 
country. The pageant cel-
ebrates inner beauty and 
talent as much as the 
physical appearance of  

any contestant, and hence 
it is instrumental in set-
ting standards for evaluat-
ing and expressing the 
inner beauty of  an Indian 
woman.

Many celebrities and 
dignitaries graced the 
mega event. 

Rajendra Jain (MD 
SVAR Group), Archana 
Kochhar (Fashion Design-
er), Parimal Mehhta 
(Founder- Blanckanvas Pvt 
Ltd), Dr Priti Shenai (Skin-
works), Roopmati Manere 
(Dy. Commissioner State 
Tax (GST) Thane), Aditi 
Jaggi Rastogi (Celebrity 
Fashion Designer), Jayan-
thi Ballal (Designer and 
Founder Mysore Fashion 
Week), Poonam Pandey 
(Actress), Ishika Taneja 
(Supermodel and Miss In-
dia winner), Shibani 
Kashyap (Singer), Raayo S. 
Bakhirta (Actor), Madhuri 
Bhosle (Founder- IRA), Ka-
rishma Modi (supermodel 
and actress), Akanksha 
Bhalla (supermodel and 
actress) and Nitinn R Mi-
ranni (Actor) were present 
as the jury members on the 
occasion.

On the occasion, various 
celebrities namely Riya 
Soni (Emerging Star), Pra-
tik Sehajpal (Best Actor), 

Manish Raisinghan (Ver-
satile Actor), Rajiv Adatia 
(Favourite Entertainer), 
Nikita Rawal (Glamorous 
Actress), Umar Riaz (Most 
popular Actor), Vishal Ko-
tian (People’s Choice), 
Manit Joura (Charming 
Personality), Rehaa 
Khan (Style Icon), Sak-
shi Dwivedi (Siz-
zling Personali-
ty), Kenisha 
A w a s t h i 
( F a s h i o n 
Influenc-
er), Elli 
A v r r a m 
(Best Versa-
tile Actress), 
Kriti Verma 
(Most Promising 
Actress), Sara Khan 
(Best TV Personality) 
and Mrunal Jain (Most 
Stylish Actor) were also 
felicitated by First India. 

Parimal Mehhta, 
Founder of  Blanckanvas 
Pvt Ltd while congratulat-
ing the participants also 
thanked Jagdeesh Chan-
dra and the First India 
team for allowing them to 
showcase this extrava-
gant event. 
(The grand finale was 
still underway as we 
went to print. Watch this 
space more for winners.)

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

I

Jagdeesh Chandra addresses the audience. Also seen are (L-R) Karishma Modi, 
Parimal Mehhta, Raghu  Zaveri, Poonam Pandey, Deepak Agarwal, Sandeep Shukla and Simran Ahuja

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Clockwise: Riya Soni, Karan Vir Bohra,
Rehaa Khann and Karishma Modi

Jagdeesh Chandra and Deepak Agarwal with the top 30 finalists
of the First India Queen, as the stunning beauties showcase 
evening gowns by Maxxi Talreja, during the grand finale

Friday witnessed a magical evening full of glamour and 
elegance as people from all walks gathered for the 
Grand Finale of First India Queen at Jade Ballroom, 
Hotel Sahara Star, Mumbai. City First highlights a 
couple of magical moments from the grand show!
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The 30 faces, 3 day long grooming sessions and all the 
hustle and bustle of Mumbai came together to mark an 
end to the second season of the mega show, First India 

Queen 2022. The final day of the show turned all the 
eyes to the main stage as the beauties flaunted elegant 
sarees by Parram Para. With this, all the well deserved 
participants begin a new journey into the glamorous 

era, exclusively presented to them by The First India and 
Bharat24-Vision of New Media.

The top 30 finalists flaunting elegant sarees 
by Parram Para during the traditional round
—PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA



CITY FIRST

he momentous grand 
finale of  First India 
Queen, where beau-
ties from pan India 
competed for the priv-
ileged titles and 
crowns, took place at 

Hotel Sahara Star in Mumbai 
on Friday. 
Jagdeesh Chandra graced the 
grand finale with his presence 
and wished the participants all 
the best.

First India Queen, a nation-
al-level beauty pageant sup-
ports the significance of  team-
work and camaraderie in a 
quality & structured environ-
ment. The brand encourages 
women to be spontaneous, con-
fident, unhindered and free as 
they live. The three-day grand 
show organised many training 
and grooming sessions for the 
participants by fashion and 
modelling experts conducted at 
Hotel T24, Mumbai. 

The first day kicked off  
with a ceremony where all the 
finalists were welcomed with 
a sash and a gift hamper and 
as the evening rolled in, the 
talent round and question-
answer round for First India 
Queen also started. The day 

witnessed an interactive ses-
sion with Dentokraftt by Dr 
Nida Khateeb followed by a 
session with Skinworks by Dr 
Priti Shenai. While the second 
day caught an equally insight-
ful session by Pooja Misra,  the 
multi-talented ravishing mod-
el, a VJ and Big Boss fame, who 
enlightened the girls on vari-
ous fashion and modelling top-
ics, her session was followed by 
an entertaining talent round. 

Thursday, another exciting 
day kicked off  with a rejuve-
nating health and fitness ses-
sion by Fitness Coach Karan 

Hebbar from Kinesi-
is, followed by Pari-
mal Mehhta’s session. 
The evening witnessed 
sessions by Kavita 
Kharayat and Sunny 
Kamble, supermodels of  In-
dia, from the Manish Mal-
hotra group.

The young beauties were 
fascinated with the mentoring 
sessions.

First India Queen is curated 
by Blanckanvas Media and the 
finale was choreographed by 
Parimal Mehhta.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

A beautiful evening full of glamour and class was witnessed in the 
grand finale of First India Queen, at Hotel Sahara Star in Mumbai 
on Friday.  City First brings to you glimpses of the training 
and grooming sessions conducted at Hotel T24, Mumbai!
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The beautiful finalists during their grand finale rehearsals

Finalists keenly listening to the training and grooming session Clockwise: Khushi Vijay, Chahat Singh, 
Kavita Kharayat and Apoorva Sharma

Supermodel Sunny Kamble with the
finalists of First India Queen during
the ramp walk rehearsals
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  
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